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Editor’s Note
Reintroducing...
 The Black Voice Carta Latina, originally a newspaper, has evolved into a magazine that intends to show-

case the achievements, talents, and creativity of African Americans and Latinos at Rutgers as well as the greater 

community of New Brunswick. The publication also serves as a forum to voice young ideas and opinions. 

 Becoming a magazine was a decision that coincided with our plans to rebrand and introduce a mod-

ern look. As a magazine, the BVCL will host a range of topics including entertainment, culture, events, student 

profiles, and various features. These new features include our very own, “College Code” and “Hidden Gems.” Our 

intentions are not only to appeal to minorities but to any individual who may enjoy reading or have an interest in 

any of our topics. 

 Being that we expect to grow as an organization, we have fused social media and blogging as a part of 

the BVCL. After all, it seems that our generation is one that has mastered the art of utilizing social media and on-

line resources effectively and to its full potential. 

 Our website (www.blackvoicecartlatina.wordpress.com) is a hybrid version that allows us to combine el-

ements of our print publication along with the relevancy and up to date appeal of blogging. As we generate more 

members and readers we expect to improve and flourish online. Our hope is to have faithful readers both online 

and offline. We are very optimistic about the response we will receive from the community as we are making an 

effort to reach out to readers on every platform. With the incorporation of Twitter (@rutgersbvcl) and Facebook 

(Black Voice Carta Latina) readers will be able to reach us quickly aside from email. This will also allow you all to 

stay updated with the happenings of the organization, suggest ideas and possible topics for upcoming issues. 

The BVCL is intended to be an issue for all of us not just those who are active in the group. We want this magazine 

to be a prestigious communal magazine. 

 In this issue, our editorials focus on topics the Detroit Bankruptcy, How Black Women define Hair, Breaking 

the Psilence, and a review on Drake’s, “Nothing Was the Same.” This month’s publication has been a work in prog-

ress because of our decision to rebrand. We have a new look, took a different route in preparing this issue, and 

finally, created new features we can call our own. I hope you guys enjoy the new Black Voice Carta Latina. 

Best, 

Catherine
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Has Motown Finally Gone 
Down?

 

 “African-American men are not exempt from 
this observation and are in-fact the main ones  
open  to trying something new”

Black men &
white women

-Audrey Appiah 

 Women, you can say, by nature are more conser-
vative than men, especially when it comes to the choices 
they make concerning love and relationships. Men on the 
other hand have no problem going after what they like. Af-
rican-American men are not exempt from this observation 
and are in-fact the main ones open to “trying something 
new.”  
 More and more African-American men are start-
ing to date Caucasian women as opposed to the women of 
their own race. Now the question is why? What attracts Af-
rican-American men to white women? Is it merely a factor 
of color, personality, or is it just a trend that African-Ameri-
can men in today’s society follow because of what they see 
displayed on T.V.? Let’s not deny the fact that it seems like 
black men in Hollywood love white women. From Tiger 
Woods to Kanye West; these are just a few exemplary men 
that have been seen having interests in Caucasian women. 
 Many could argue that the only reason why 
African-American men go after white women is simply 
because they want to try something different. Of course 
we know that different races exemplify different looks, at-
tributes and even different interests, so why not? Just like 
any other person in an interracial relationship, many are 
in it because it something out of the norm for them that 
they have the desire to try. This is not to say that people 
in interracial relationships do not genuinely care or have 
interest in each other but as human beings, we often get 

tired of ordinary which is why we try to be innovative in cre-
ating new things and experiences. The real question is, are 
African-American men starting to develop more interest in 
white women over black women because they want to try 
something new? Or are they genuinely looking or going af-
ter real relationships? 
 Unfortunately, the beauty of black women isn’t 
displayed in the media for what it truly is. In the media, the 
definition of a beautiful black woman, or as hip hop would 
call it, a “bad” female, is one that has “good” hair, lighter skin, 
and lighter eyes. But you can also attribute these qualities 
to that of a Caucasian woman. The natural beauty of a black 
woman varies, ranging from different hair textures to differ-
ent skin tones, but it seems that more and more are starting 
to look the same. Sadly some black women in today’s society 
feed into the media’s idea of a beautiful black woman and 
go to extreme lengths to resemble that “ideal” woman. From 
spending ridiculous amounts on artificial hair to bleaching 
one’s skin, some African-American women have tried very 
hard to resemble the white woman without even realizing it. 
 Amidst all of this, the natural beauty of a true black 
woman is being lost not only on T.V. but in our own soci-
ety as well. Because of this, it is making their unique beauty 
harder to appreciate. Now, can you blame black men for the 
choices they make regarding whom they choose to date? Af-
ter all, the white woman naturally has all the qualities of the 
media’s representation of beauty. 
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Has Motown Finally Gone 
Down?

 

-Audrey Appiah 

for Chapter 9 protection, the city will no longer have to 
honor pension obligations. This would mean that men and 
women who have lived, served, and worked in the city for 
years could lose the only thing keeping them from living in 
poverty. Though city officials have tried to calm residents 
and retirees with notions that this bankruptcy would not 
necessarily have to result in reduction or removal of pen-
sion, fear still exist among the people—and rightly so. In a 
court hearing giving residents an opportunity to express 
their objection to Detroit being granted its request, a De-
troit resident for over 50 years pleaded with Judge Rhodes 
to protect the people rather than greedy corporations that 
“preyed on the city…and knew better.”
 An important aspect of this case is to consider 
what is more important to the nation: attempting to re-
vive Detroit to its former glory by starting over, or keeping 
promises made to the people that call the city home. One 
must consider who is really to blame for the current state 
of the city, and who is really going to pay for these mis-
takes. Unlike cases of bankruptcy filed by individuals (i.e. 
celebrities), there are people vulnerable to being hurt for 
having nothing to do with the cause of the crisis.

   -Ciarra Martin
 

 What does Natalie Cole, Mike Tyson, Walt Dis-
ney, Abraham Lincoln, and the city of Detroit all have in 
common? They have all filed for bankruptcy. Indeed it is 
unorthodox—facetious even—to compare the plight of 
a few household names to that of a once great city. How-
ever, whether filed by a person or a municipality, bank-
ruptcy still means one thing: serious financial trouble.
 If we were to rewind time back to the year 1960, 
Detroit was the richest per capita city in the country. In 
a position that directly contrasts its long-gone golden 
years. Detroit is now in what is called a “financial emer-
gency” that includes about $18 billion in debt as well as 
100,000 creditors. For the record, Detroit is not the only 
city to have filed for bankruptcy, but it is the largest in 
United States history to do so. The effort became official 
on July 18th, 2013 when the city’s Emergency Financial 
Manager, Kevyn Orr, filed for Chapter 9 protection. Judge 
Steven Rhodes will make his decision in late October 
when the trial takes place. Michigan governor Rick Sny-
der referred to the move as a “difficult step, but the only 
viable option” for the city’s problem.
 But how does this “viable option” affect the actu-
al heart of Detroit, its residents? To start, if found eligible 
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“I can’t be held responsible 
for the  assumptions people may make in 
regards to factors like race and income”

ghettotracker.com

-Kayla Jackson

 Are you in search for the perfect gift for that 
one person in your life? If you know a rich person 
who is trying to avoid poor people…well, as sad as 
it sounds, there’s an app for that! A new app fastidi-
ously titled Ghetto Tracker, a service seeking to help 
people identify safe areas in unfamiliar cities, has 
garnered enough counterattacks to prompt an im-
mediate name change to Good Part of Town. 
 This change, along with the removal of all 
mention of the word “ghetto” from the site, has done 
little to change the public’s reception of the app. Crit-
ics are rightfully slamming the app as a racist, classist 
app that helps the rich avoid the poor. Although it 
sounds blatantly racist, the owners’ defend them-
selves by claiming that it helps those that may want 
to travel to, perhaps, Chicago one day, know which 
areas are dangerous and which areas are good.
 The app functions by allowing locals to rate 
the safety of different parts of a given area.  Accord-
ing to The Week, the original launch of the page fea-
tured a white family of four smiling alongside the 
app’s promise to show users “which parts of town are 
safe and which ones are ghetto, or unsafe.” 
 Despite the disparaging backlash, the app’s 
team said it changed the name in response to emails 

from a woman whose family had been contained in 
a World War II ghetto and one from a man who grew 
up in a struggling inner city, went on to graduate 
from college and overcome the expectations of his 
upbringing. 
 According to The Huffington Post, in a let-
ter from one of the creators, it read,  “I can’t be held 
responsible for the assumptions people may make 
in regards to factors like race and income,” it contin-
ued. “I’ve seen comments on blogs and on twitter 
that are trying to say this is encouraging racism or 
social stratification and that was never our intention.” 
However, critics have pointed out the app’s contrary 
effects on the community, regardless of the app’s in-
tentions. Its rankings are sporadic, reflecting little to 
do with a given neighborhood’s actual crime rates. 
 Honestly, the people that put out the beta 
version of this application are PR geniuses if they 
were looking for publicity and promotion. In ret-
rospect, however,  ”[i]t’s pretty detrimental to soci-
ety when we reinforce the idea that poor or crime-
heavy areas are places to be categorically avoided or 
shamed,”David Holmes wrote on PandoDaily. “As if to 
assume that every person who lives in an area with 
comparatively high crime or poverty is a criminal, or 
that these areas are devoid of culture or positivity.” 
 



 In recent years, you may have heard the term 
“going natural” in conversation amongst African Ameri-
can females. Generally, the term refers to the decision to 
cease using chemical perms and relaxers to straighten 
naturally kinky-curly hair. It may also refer to the decision 
to no longer add weaves to hair, but to wear it instead in 
its natural state. More and more, black women are aban-
doning the chemicals and add-ons and are beginning to 
reconnect with their own hair. Yes, the new –found de-
sire to free the curls has been ignited in countless African 
American women. But with this fresh, bold movement 
comes the challenging task of redefining the standard of 
beautiful hair.
 In practice, the standard for beauty is largely set 
by the majority. In this case, the majority is composed of 
all non-black females. Most women of non-African de-
scent have hair that is relatively easier to manage. This is 
not to say that only African American women have diffi-
cult-to-manage hair, but that black hair is the coarsest of 
all the textures. As a result, black hair cannot be styled 
or manipulated in the same ways as other hair textures 
can be. This truth becomes an issue when black women 
seek to wear their hair in trendy, fashionable styles set by 
the majority. But what happens when your hair doesn’t 
blow in the wind or fall gracefully to your shoulders? In 
the past, black women turned to chemicals. Perms allow 
for easier manipulation and as a result, more styling op-
tions. But today, countless black women are deciding for 
themselves that, though their hair does not meet the 

popular standard of beauty in this country, it is no less 
beautiful.
The decision to abandon chemical straighteners has 
enormous implications. For black females, who have 
relied on chemicals to style and manage their hair for 
years, it can be difficult to make the change. The deci-
sion to keep her hair natural means a black woman must 
spend much more time and effort to keep and healthy 
and to style it in ways that suit her. As mentioned before, 
these styles will be deviant from the “norm”. In fact, the 
volume and unruliness of natural black hair is still con-
sidered to be unprofessional in many work settings. The 
challenge to switch to natural hair lies not only in the 
fact that it takes more effort, but that African American 
women must choose to believe that their hair is beauti-
ful even when the rest of the world may not. Many Afri-
can American women are accepting this challenge and 
are once again embracing their natural tresses.
Some refer to the recent “Natural Hair Movement” as 
merely trend or passing phase. The truth is, black women 
everywhere are beginning to reconnect with their roots 
(literally) and are redefining beauty for themselves, de-
spite the popular standard for beautiful hair. While no 
one can predict the future, I venture to say that this is 
more than a passing phase. The decision to embrace nat-
ural African American hair will likely persist for years to 
come, as black women become more convinced of the 
fact that they – and their hair- are indisputably beautiful.

Black Hair:
 Redefining Beauty

-Pauline Braxton-Kayla Jackson
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COLLEGE CODE
 From the overwhelmed freshman, to the over confident senior and everyone in between, 
College Code is here to help.  Surviving college is not easy and it’s definitely not something to play 
around with, but don’t stress College Code has got your back.  Just follow these rules and college 
should be easy (or at least survivable). 
      By Ariel Hartman

01
 Whether you love your roommate or hate your roommate, living with someone can be a major adjustment 

and sometimes unexpectedly hard. When you are randomly paired with someone, it can either be a match 
made in heaven or your worst nightmare ( most likely a nightmare). Don’t go in with any expectations. Everyone is raised 
differently and comes from a different home. You might be the person that rolls out of bed at 2:30 in the afternoon, while 
your roommate wakes up at 6am for his or her morning run. You might be the kind of person to clean up everything right 
away, while your roommate is a “oh I’ll get that later” type of person. Getting paired up randomly with someone means 
you know nothing about how that other person lives. It’s a must that you don’t let your roommate disrupt your daily 
schedule or routine. No one should get in the way of how you live, so set up some rules. Be respectful of that person’s 
request while also keeping your needs in mind. There has to be some common ground, once you find it living with that 
person will be much easier. Now let’s say you’re like Amanda, you’re living with a friend or someone you get along with, 
well don’t get too comfortable. I know a lot of “friends” that have stopped being “friends” because they lived together. 
Once again go in with no expectations. Just because you and your friend love partying and shopping together doesn’t 
mean you two were meant to live together. Be sure to really get to know that person before you move in with them. What 
they like to eat, watch on TV, or what time they fall asleep at night. These details may all seem really small but they can 
cause big problems when living with someone. If you are really close with the person you’re living with and you know 
everything about them, then be sure to remember how valuable your friendship is. Don’t let a little fight or disagreement 
ruin what could potentially be a lifelong friendship. There are some people that just aren’t meant to live together and you 
and your best friend could be those people. I have best friends that I absolutely love but would never live with because I 
know things wouldn’t work out. Don’t feel obligated to live with someone just because you guys are friends or knew each 
other previously. If you’re lucky you might find a great roommate freshman year or sophomore year but finding the per-
fect roommate is something you might struggle with all through college and even after school. But, if you follow these 
tips you won’t need to find the perfect roommate just someone you can get along live with.

ROOMATES
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03
 F  or lack of a better word, the buses here at Rutgers just flat out SUCK. Whether it’s a Tuesday afternoon and 

you’re trying to catch a RexL or a Friday night and you’re getting on an EE, the buses suck. I’ve heard rumors 
like “Rutgers cut their budget and there are fewer buses now” or “Rutgers admitted too many students this year that’s 
why the buses are so packed.” Whatever the reason may be, it always seems like the busses are packed and take forever to 
come. If you’re finding that you’re always late to class or it’s taking you forever to get to your class, College Code is simple. 
Leave earlier. I know that’s easier said than done but you might find that, it is all you need to do to get to class on time. 
So what’s College Code for getting on a super crowded bus? Fight. Push, shove, kick, there are no rules when it comes to 
how you get on the bus just as long as you get on. When I was freshman, I was scared to push my way to the front or cut 
someone in line. Now I don’t care. I do what I need to do to get on the bus and guess what? I always get on. Don’t feel bad 
for pushing people, it’s not like you’re really really hurting them and honestly, they’ll get over it. Don’t feel bad about cut-
ting someone in line either. First off, who said this was a real line anyway? Is there anything that really designates where 
certain people are standing outside of the bus as a line? No. Just move in and get on. Now I can say that you might (will) 
piss a few people off by doing these things but if you smile, apologize, and quickly move to a seat far away from that per-
son ,you should be ok. If the person is really looking for a fight then that’s a whole other problem, in which we will cover 
in a later issue. I guess you could say, this method isn’t for everyone, it’s for those that are really determined to get on the 
bus, for those of you that are scared and hesitant you can wait another 15 minutes for the next bus to come, even though 
that one will probably be just as crowded as the one you just missed. So, actually you should probably walk to your next 
class. The point is, getting on the bus is essential. You need to get to class or back to your room; wherever you need to go 
is important!! You can’t be pushed around, and missing buses because others forced their way on and you didn’t. Make 
sure you’re one of those people that get on a bus!

THE BUSES

02
 D on’t be fooled “The Freshman 15” is not just something that affects only freshman; it can happen to you at 

any time! Guys, this applies to you too, girls are not the only ones that gain weight during the school year. 
Don’t worry, it is understandable. College is stressful, and when you’re stressed you eat. Who wouldn’t gain weight, with 
the “Livi Dining Hall” haunting you with all its delicious food? You have like a million swipes anyway, right? One more trip 
to the DCC won’t hurt. Wrong! You see college is a place where food is really always accessible. Breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
anytime on any campus, it’s always there. It’s not like at home where you have to wait for your mom to cook or you have 
nothing to eat at home because your family hasn’t gone to the supermarket in weeks. But just because food is always 
there doesn’t mean you always have to eat it. Keep everything in moderation. Remember servings, like one starch, one 
vegetable (this doesn’t include potatoes that counts as a starch), and one serving of meat. Try to stay away from fried 
foods and sweets. Remember it’s just as easy to go to the gym as it is to go to the dining hall, so make sure you are work-
ing out and staying in shape. (Now I know some of you reading this can’t relate. You’re living in an apartment with no 
food and have less than 50 meal swipes to your name. You’re losing weight as you’re reading this. Don’t worry I feel your 
pain too, but that’s a whole different topic, we will discuss NoSwipeSeason in a later issue.) 

DINING HALLS 

ROOMATES



IAMFCB1 Presented by
 Andrew Boateng

Check out more of the interview at Blackvoicecartalatina.wordpress.com

“IAMFCB1 is basically a coming of age album. The reason I don’t call my projects “beat tapes” is be-
cause they are very cliche and give my body of work a negative connotation. I like calling them al-
bums because they flow,they put you in a mood, and theres always a story or a theme. But IAMFCB1 is 
a proper introduction to who I am as a producer. And its here to regulate any prior feelings about my 
material. It was made for those who feel I shouldn’t be doing this. I am presenting myself as the future.”
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simultaneously melodic. If you think about it, do you really 
want to turn up every single day? And that’s why I make the 
beats I make. I want it to be in rotation everyday.

What is your favorite song on the instrumental album 
and why?

My favorite song would have to be IAMFCB1 because it is 
the underlying theme of the whole album. Plus, DJ Exqui-
siteBucks definitely spoke a lot of truth in the beginning of 
the song which resonates with me.

You seem to include many skits on this particular in-
strumental, why is that?

I added skits to add depth to the album. I didn’t want this 
album to be plain. I also wanted to put on DJ ExquisiteBucks 
because we’re both on the rise as young, gifted individuals 
in our crafts. A lot of people believed he was a play DJ, but i 
wanted people to see that he’s actually trying to move with 
his DJ’ing.

Which artists would you like to work with as a music 
producer?

I would like to work with A$AP Rocky and Ferg, Ab-Soul, 
Kendrick Lamar, Schoolboy Q, Travis Scott, Ro Ransom, and 
Lil Durk. In addition, I know this is left field, but I would like 
to work with Daft Punk. A lot of people just got into them 
but I’ve been paying attention to them ever since they re-
leased Around the World. It’s a different sound and it would 
definitely challenge me production-wise.

How would you like to grow as a music producer in the 
near future?

In order to grow, I would need to keep making beats. I 
would also have to leave my comfort zone and consider 
making every type of beat and working with more than rap 
artists.

What sets you apart from all these other music produc-
ers?

I’m very versatile. You will never define my sound. I can 
make everything and if I can’t I will find a way to make it. 
I can tell who produced a song by just hearing the beat. I 
don’t want to be that way.

How did you become interested in music and produc-
ing?

I’ve been a music enthusiast my whole life and it all started 
with my father. My father is a big fan of all types of music; 
mostly reggae, African music (Hip-Life, Hi-Life), and Hip Hop. 
He even executively produced an album back in Ghana, so 
music has been in my blood since I was born. I always paid 
respect to an artist’s verbal skills on songs, but I always paid 
attention to the beat because it gave me a vibe and a feel for 
the songs. That’s what got me interested in production. Plus, 
I’m a very “behind the scenes” kind of guy. There’s more thrill 
in orchestrating and laying the blueprint out for people than 
just talking over tracks

How long have you been working on your new album, 
IAMFCB1,  and what inspired you to make this album?

I’ve began working on this album right after I dropped 
my first instrumental album, Lost in Eden. I got my inspira-
tion from people’s reactions to my previous beats, whether 
negative or positive, conversations I have with friends, and 
popular culture. I tie it all up to create a story.

IAMFCB1 is different from Lost in Eden because I got a lot 
better since the time I was making the beats for Lost in Eden 
in my dorm room. I gave it a different story line. Lost in Eden 
was more religious, But I didn’t want to exploit the Christian 
religion. It’s sacred so I gave it another story line. Finally, the 
cover is by LOUIS XV and DJ EXQUISITEBUCKS….nuff said.

What was your vision or vibe you wanted to portray 
through IAMFCB1?

I try to give a feeling instead of giving you something to 
“turn up” to. I give that study music. I give you that relax-
ing music. And I can incorporate hard-hitting beats that are 

Check out more of the interview at Blackvoicecartalatina.wordpress.com
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Breaking the PSilence 
Arneshia Hobbs, a member of the Iota Psi chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorotrity relfects on their ex-
ceptional opening program of their week long event in September. 

As the guests began to understand what was hap-
pening, a new atmosphere was created within the room. 
Friends were separated and the program began. 

It was an example of how people get put into catego-
ries before we could even identify  ourselves besides our 
skin color.

 The discomfort continued to rise as “Dark Girls”, a docu-
mentary by Bill Duke, was featured within the program. 
The audience was appalled as they witnessed the every-
day struggle of beautiful black women facing their own 
internal hardships dealing with their skin tones. 

A comedic meme once deemed funny was now pre-
sented as an everyday struggle for many African American 
women today. As the guests of our program began to give 
reactions to the documentary, you could see the change 
of dynamics within the room. Guests were now seeing 
how such a petty issue of skin tone was now a heated skin 
complexion debate. The program did what it was meant to 
do; stop the ignorance and address the problem.

The black community is always creating new divi-
dends within itself. Our own internal issues are be-
coming a mockery by our own people. The issue in 
perspective, ladies and gentlemen, is the fab deemed 
“team lightskin” vs. “team darkskin”. Such a silly topic, 
has proven itself throughout multiple social networks, 
from instagram to twitter. Embedded within this issue, 
that is often too publicized and joked upon, are hidden 
deep rooted pains that our people can not, I mean, can 
not escape. 

The Iota Psi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha hit the 
horse on its head by discussing what is known as the 
colorism debate. The AKA’s launched their week long 
schedule of daily events last month with the program 
“Breaking The Psilence: Battling Complexion Issues.”

The women of Alpha Kappa Alpha started the night 
off by separating their guests by the color of their skin. 
One side for the darker skinned guests, while the other 
for their counterparts. 

Cory Booker is rooted under pressure by Newark’s 
residents in channeling his attention to his crime-ridden 
city rather than his bid for senate. Cory Booker was elected 
mayor of Newark in 2006 after losing the previous, much 
corrupted, election triumphed by former mayor Sharp 
James. A fundamental shift in leadership was indeed what 
Newark was lacking; Booker anticipated promising chang-
es for this newfound city he was granted the keys to. 

Following Booker’s election, murder rates in the city 
of Newark have increased in the past five years. In 2009, 
a total of 80 murders were recorded and rose to 95 in 
2010. Murder rates increased further from 91 to 95 in 2011 
showing a 19% increase within this three-year time frame. 
Most recently in the summer of 2013, a wave of violence 
struck the city with 10 murders in 10 days. “The spate of 
violence that our city has seen in the last couple of weeks 
is unconscionable and drives me towards both anger 
and sadness,” Booker commented on Labor Day during a 
recorded campaign event.

 In response to the recent murders, Booker has 
announced a new anti-crime initiative to reduce violence 
in Newark that requires police to work overtime specifi-
cally 

focusing on areas of the city that are infamous 
for gun violence.  

NJ.com took a poll in early September raising the 
question: “Should Booker suspend his U.S Senate cam-
paign and focus on Newark?” Roughly 75% of respon-
dents replied that Booker should certainly suspend his 
campaign and focus on his bullet-riddled city.  

The controversy of this topic lies in the nature of Cory 
Booker’s agenda. Is Booker simply working his way up 
the ladder to senate? What’s next, President? The city 
and people of Newark need leadership and a mayor that 
will stick with them in improving their city for better not 
worse. Is Booker running for senate in an attempt to flee 
all of his failed policies enforced as the mayor of Newark? 
With only two weeks left in his campaign, Booker will 
remain in the race for Senate in the Oct. 16th election 
against Steve Lonegan. If Booker wins the race and 
abandons his city, who will rekindle the fire of a flickering 
Newark filled with violence? 

Corey Booker for Senator?
-Jennah Quinn
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 Lambda Theta Phi , the first Latino fraternity in the nation, is a non-profit social fraternity founded on December 
1st, 1975.  The Beta chapter of Lambda Theta Phi at Rutgers University was founded on December 11th, 1978 but was not 

recognized by the Fraternity Sorority council until October 4th, 1979.  The ideals of the fraternity are academic excel-
lence; brotherhood, leadership, Latino unity, and service. The brothers definitely did not fail to prove themselves with 

their Meet The Brown week. 
  I had the opportunity to speak with the president of Lambda Theta Phi – Beta Chapter, David Agosto, about 

their special week. -Ariel Lopez

A.L.: What is  Meet The Brown week about and what you would 
say your most anticipated program for that week was? 

D.A.: Meet The Brown week is a week designed by the Broth-
ers of Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Inc.- Beta Chapter to 
expose the Rutgers University community to what our organi-
zation is all about.  It entails an informational session detailing 

specifics of our brotherhood, a Barbecue uniting Latino and 
African American Greek life, and a End of Summer clothing drive 
for underprivileged families in the Dominican Republic.  Howev-
er, the crown jewel of the week was our annual 9/11 Candlelight 
Vigil dedicated to honoring those who lost their lives during the 

terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001.
---------

A.L.: Why a candlelight vigil, what is its importance to your 
organization?

D.A.:  Well every year we have a brother who has served or is still 
currently serving come out and speak about the tragic event 

that would change the dynamics of our nation forever.
---------

A.L.: What else can we expect from the brothers of Lambda 
Theta Phi?

D.A.: Meet the Brown week is just the beginning of the many 
events hosted during the year by the brothers of Lambda Theta 

Phi.  This semester you can look forward to such grand pro-
grams as “The Miss True Beauty Pageant” which helps to battle 

the unfair expectations of female body image in America.  We 
also throw our annual Christmas Toy Drive and Talent show in 

cosponsorship with Latin Images where we collect toys from the 
Rutgers community and donate them to the needy children of 

New Brunswick.  
------

for more information and updates about
 Lambda Theta Phi 
please contact 

ru_lambdas1978@yahoo.com or follow us 
on instagram at @ru_lambdas78.

 THE LAMBDAS  

-Jennah Quinn
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The Green Rush: Lifestyle or Lifeline?
 In the past few years it seems as if marijuana has at-
tacked popular culture. Rappers openly talk about “rolling 
up”, and  “getting faded”.  They make it seem as if you can’t 
have a good time without getting high. It has transcended 
from something scandalous and shadowed to a pseudo 
American rights issue.  Many people believe that weed does 
not have any harmful side effects. “The Rastafari use it as a 
form of communion in their religion, so it can’t be harmful to 
them,” said Kofi Akada, a Rutgers student. We have all heard 
stories of people who go to class high and do even better 
than they would sober. Yet in the past 3 decades, the aver-
age potency of marijuana went from under 1% to about 13% 
THC causing a steady rise in the number of marijuana ad-
dicts. However, in some cases, weed has the power to save 
lives. Weed has even saved the life of 3 year old Charlotte 
Figi who once suffered from Dravet’s Syndrome, a severe 
form of epilepsy that caused her to have 2 seizures an hour 
or 300 seizures a week. Now, after taking small doses of CBD 
extracted from the marijuana plant for a year, she has began 
developing like a normal child again. So what’s the truth be-
hind marijuana? Is it  a schedule I drug or a smoke before 
dinner?

Science Behind the Smoke
 Marijuana is made up of 2 main components: THC- 
the psychoactive part that makes you high and CBD- the part 
that modulates electrical and chemical activity and quiets 
chemical activity. That’s why children like Charlotte Figi take 
CBD extracts. It’s the medical component that relaxes mus-
cles, stopping seizures. The CBD component can possibly 
cure anything from chronic pain to a loss in appetite.  Stacey 
Gruber of McClain Hospital in Boston says that marijuana re-
leases dopamine that hit the hypothalamus causing reward, 
pleasure, appetite, and other natural drives. Carl Hart, a re-
searcher at Columbia University studies the effects of weed 
through functional tests. He said that the pre frontal cortex, 
that is the part of your brain that is in charge of thinking and 
planning behaviors is most affected.  Smoking causes disrup-
tion memory, lowers inhibitions, and overall slows functions. 
That is why so many artists, including the late Bob Marley, 
claim that marijuana makes them more creative and allows 
them to create with ease. In other words, it makes you mel-
low. 
 Contrary to popular belief, marijuana does have bad 
side effects. NORML, one of the nation’s top pro-marijuana 
organizations agree that “it should not be viewed as a harm-
less substance,” a CNN article says. While it is nearly impos-

sible to overdose on marijuana it is very possible to get 
addicted. Nine percent of weed smokers will become 
addicted, and the number has been rapidly increasing in 
the past decade due to the fact that marijuana is psycho-
logically and physically addicting. Early onset smokers 
(ages 13-16) have lower IQs, a higher risk of stroke and 
a higher risk of psychological disorders. Also, the CBD in 
week causes the brain to stop releasing its own natural 
CBD. This means only smoking can release the chemical. 
According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse, mari-
juana causes an increase in heart rate and contains car-
cinogens similar to tobacco smoke. Certain populations 
such as the youth, people who have a family history of 
mental illness, or heart disease are at a greater risk says a 
CNN article. 

Warrants on Weed
 Currently marijuana is legal recreationally and 
medicinally in only Washington state and Colorado. 
Nineteen states and Washington DC allow the use of 
medical marijuana. The main problem with legalizing 
marijuana is regulating it and the safety hazards that 
accompany it, such as driving while high. However, as 
of September 11th, N.J. passed a law to allow medical 
marijuana to be more easily accessible to minors, says a 
CNN article. According to the article, A psychiatrist and 
physician both have to approve before a minor could 
join the program. This would allow edible marijuana to 
be made available to minors through syrups, tablets, 
and capsules. One of the main arguments about medi-
cal marijuana is that anybody could fake an illness, get 
a prescription, and get high. With these safeguards 
in place, our state is trying to prevent any type of that 
fraud. 
What do you think?
 Is legalized marijuana in N.J. a gateway for fu-
ture of recreational marijuana? Should medical marijua-
na contain any THC or just CBD? Is legalizing recreational 
marijuana a smart business venture for the state or does 
it spell out a negative future for our youth? Should mari-
juana be a schedule I drug? Currently in America, it is 
nearly impossible to get approved to do conclusive mar-
ijuana research because it is still classified in the same 
category as cocaine and heroin. For now we are left in 
inconclusive evidence and a problem that may never be 
solved in the near future. Whatever the solution may be, 
it’s up to us to find it. 

-Ijeoma Unachukwu
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-Catherine Owusu-Ijeoma Unachukwu

 Did you know that there was an art gallery hid-
den Downtown New Brunswick?! Bet you didn’t. I took it 
upon myself to find out more about this hidden gem as I 
figured many Rutgers students, who may enjoy art, were 
unaware of this beauty. The Alpha Art Gallery has been 
around for about five and a half years now and is family 
ran by the Kourtev family. Vesline Kourtev is the resident 
artist while Gelina and Chris Kourtev serve as the assistant 
directors of the establishment. 
 The gallery hosts different themed exhibitions 
every month and premiere the new art every Thursdays. 
What makes this place even better is that it is free! Anyone 

Hidden Gems:
      

Alpha Art Gallery 

can walk in and explore the art. Furthermore, the Alpha Art 
Gallery wants their establishment to be one for the commu-
nity so they make it a point to always invite local artists and 
New Jersey residents to present their art before reaching out 
to other artists. 
 This past month, “NAMASTE”, a cultural exhibition in-
spired by Indian origins, was showcased. For this upcoming 
month, on display will be “Earth Mothers” which will be show-
casing five women who all work in ceramic or other forms of 
sculpture; The artists are all educators which also coincides 
with the Annual Art Educators of NJ conference that is also 
held in New Brunswick. The gallery hopes to highlight and cel-
ebrate the role of art educators in the community. 

 108 Church St  New Brunswick, NJ 08901
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Drake: Nothing Was the Same Review
-Andrew Boateng

 After nearly 2 years and countless quotable vers-
es on features, Toronto’s and October’s very own, Drake, 
delivers yet another solid effort with his third album, 
Nothing Was the Same. In musical standards, the third 
album is the album that cements an artist’s legacy in the 
history books (with the exception that the artist doesn’t 
die right after his second album of course; i.e. Biggie 
Smalls). It is hard to reach the peak of your ability and 
still maintain relevance and Drake has done so with this 
album.  It proves to be an evolution of Drake from when 
we knew him as the Degrassi kid trying to rap during his 
mixtape days and even the “rapper who loves singing” in 
his Thank Me Later/Take Care days. Although he has been 
criticized for singing too much on his acclaimed albums, 
in this effort he has found the balance between the two 
worlds and it worked out perfectly. 
 Right from the gate, Drake jumps out with 
“Tuscan Leather,” an intro which contains three differ-
ent instrumentals and an array of samples ranging from 
Whitney Houston’s “I Have Nothing” to Curtis Mayfield’s 
live performance of “When Seasons Change.” He sets the 
mood of what the album consists of, which includes his 
consistency of being honest on tracks and not caring 
what people think. He even admits a strained relation-
ship with fellow YMCMB labelmate Nicki Minaj. He raps 
“Not even talkin’ to Nicki, communication is breakin’/ I 
dropped the ball on some personal shit, I need to em-
brace it.” In addition, he comes off more aggressive and 
less vulnerable. It’s almost as if he’s more comfortable in 
his skin. This is showcased more throughout the album in 
songs like Worst Behavior and The Language (which is ar-
gued to be a Kendrick Lamar diss record). The smash hit, 
Started From the Bottom proves to be an ode to struggle 
of being underestimated and breaking those chains to 
reach prominence. Drake also returns to his old ways by 
providing his fans with more of his melodic and senti-
mental songs. Songs such as “Wu-Tang Forever,” “Own It,” 
“305 to My City,” are minimalistic versions of typical “Drake 
songs” as he doesn’t mention too much but says a lot by 
repeating phrases and making them catchy enough for 

listeners to tweet (#ityours #IgetIget). “From Time” is one 
of many stand out tracks which features the beautiful, 
Jhene Aiko. Even though Drake had solid verses, Jhene 
Aiko stole the scene with her lovely vocals. Furthermore, 
songs like “Furthest Thing” and “Connect” sound like they 
could’ve been apart of his older albums since they are the 
“ideal” Drake records. The most accomplished songs are 
“Hold on, We’re Going Home” and “Too Much” in which 
he goes out of his way to switch up his sound a bit. On 
“Too Much,” he gets a little personal, talking about fam-
ily issues and how they are affecting him on the daily. 
“Hold on, Were Going Home” has a 70s groove and it is 
will be a song that will be played for a long time. “Pound 
Cake/Paris Morton Music 2,” which features Drake’s men-
tor and friend, Jay Z, is a very monumental track. It’s far 
from Jay passing Drake the torch. It’s almost as if Drake is 
saying, “I can compete with the greatest just to prove my 
greatness.” This is evident in the second part of this track, 
“Paris Morton Music 2,” in which Drizzy says, “Look, fuck 
all that “Happy to be here” shit that y’all want me on/I’m 
the big homie, they still be tryna lil bro me, dog/Like I 
should fall in line, like I should alert niggas.” He is show-
ing the masses that he has surpassed the rookie/sopho-
more phase and that he is here to stay. “Come Thru” and 
“All Me” are deluxe version tracks which are very good 
songs that didn’t make the cut of the main album. The 
production on this album is top notch. It ranges up and 
down the time scale as beats like “From Time” has a 90s 
feel, “Hold On” a 70s, and “Started From the Bottom” has a 
more modern sound. These beats contain a melodic feel 
throughout the album with some being a little more ag-
gressive (Wrong Behavior, Started From the Bottom, The 
Language) with fast rolling hats and heavy 808s. Overall, 
this album was a great one. Personally, I preferred the 
more vulnerable Drake on “Take Care” because it human-
ized him from the superstar that he was. In this effort, he 
is asserting his placement amongst the hip-hop elite and 
does so in a massive way. This will indeed be an album to 
remember.  

18



    

BVCL 
MAGAZINE 
 

MEETING TIME: 

Every Wednesday 
8:30pm-9:30pm 
 

WHERE 

PAUL ROBESON 
CULTURAL CENTER 
On Busch Campus directly next to Busch Campus Center 

 

   
 
 
 
EMAIL 
bvclrutgers
@gmail.com 

LOOKING FOR  
Writers  
 
Bloggers 
 
Photographers  
 
Web Designers  
 
Poets  
 
Editors 
 

SPONSORS 
Paul Robeson 
Cultural Center  
 
RUSA  Allocations 
 
RAAA 
 

 




