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FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
BLACK HISTORY MONTH OPENING 
CEREMONIES
6:00PM
BUSCH CAMPUS CENTER
BUSCH CAMPUS

Join the Black Student Union (BSU) for a 
celebratory and educational program 
commemorating the beginning of  Black History 
Month at Rutgers. Dinner served; semi-formal attire 
encouraged. Banquet to include speakers, singers, 
presentations, and videos.

Contact korinewallo@yahoo.com for details.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
“APOLLO NIGHT” TALENT SHOW
7:30PM 
LIVINGSTON STUDENT CENTER
LIVINGSTON CAMPUS

The Haitian Association of  Rutgers University 
(HARU) presents its popular annual talent show. 
Students showcase their musical, dance, and 
comedic talents to compete for the $250 
grand prize. 

Contact haru.pr@gmail.com for further details.

“MEMPHIS” AT THE STATE THEATRE
8:00PM
STATE THEATRE OF NEW JERSEY 
15 LIVINGSTON AVE, 
DOWNTOWN NEW BRUNSWICK

The Office of  Multicultural Student Involvement 
presents its Arts Appreciation Series with tickets to 
see “MEMPHIS” at the State Theatre in downtown 
New Brunswick. Tickets are $10 for Rutgers 
undergraduates with a valid RU I.D. 

Contact wilson77@echo.rutgers.edu or call 
848-932-4087 to purchase tickets.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
“A CULINARY JOURNEY FROM AFRICA 
TO AMERICA”
12:00PM 
MEETING ROOM C
DOUGLASS STUDENT CENTER
DOUGLASS CAMPUS

The Office of  Multicultural Student Involvement 
continues its “Dialogues in Diversity” Series with Dr. 
Jessica Harris, Queens College/CUNY professor and 
author of  eleven cookbooks, including, High on the 
Hog: A Culinary Journey from Africa to America. 

RSVP required by contacting 
wilson77@echo.rutgers.edu.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
“BOYS OF COLOR IN EDUCATION: 
CHANGING THE NARRATIVE”
6:00PM
THE COVE
BUSCH CAMPUS CENTER
BUSCH CAMPUS

Join a panel of  male educators for an interactive 
dinner and discussion about ways to change the 
narrative for young men of  color, which include 
examining the systemic challenges boys face and 
exploring suggested solutions, such as having role 
models and teachers with whom they can identify 
throughout their lives. Sponsored by Collegiate 100, 
the Center for Latino Arts and Culture, and Teach 
for America. 

Pre-registration required; contact Seam Healey at 
sean.healey@teachforamerica.org.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
SOUL FOOD BUFFET LUNCHEON
11:30AM – 1:30PM 
DOUGLASS CAFÉ 
DOUGLASS STUDENT CENTER 
DOUGLASS CAMPUS

Enjoy a delicious buffet of  soul food at $10.00 
per person. 

Contact laurenstolarz@dining.rutgers.edu for 
more information.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
ANNUAL FOUNDERS’ DAY BANQUET
6:30PM 
RUTGERS STUDENT CENTER
COLLEGE AVENUE CAMPUS

Join RU NAACP as they celebrate 105 years of  the 
NAACP with food, speakers, and performances. 
Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for 
everyone else. 

Contact scarletnaacp@gmail.com for details.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
32ND ANNUAL “EVENING OF GOSPEL 
CHOIRS”
7:00PM
VOORHEES CHAPEL
DOUGLASS CAMPUS

Enjoy good old-fashioned gospel music by local 
singers, choirs, and musicians at this annual Rutgers 
event! Free admission. 

Contact agillespie@amst.rutgers.edu or call 
848-932-1630 for more information.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
MR. & MS. RU CARIBBEAN PAGEANT
6:00PM
BUSCH CAMPUS CENTER
BUSCH CAMPUS

The West Indian Student Organization (WISO) 
celebrates its annual pageant, which awards prizes 
to the Rutgers students who best represents his or 
her island. Enjoy West Indian cuisine, live music, 
and more. 

Contact WISORU@gmail.com for details.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
“ACADEMIC SUCCESS FOR STUDENTS 
OF COLOR”
5:00PM
MEETING ROOM C
DOUGLASS STUDENT CENTER
DOUGLASS CAMPUS

The Office of  Multicultural Student Involvement 
gives step-by-step instructions on how to attain a 
high GPA via good study skills, time management, 
and study habits, all complete with a take-home 
packet full of  useful information. 

Free admission, but pre-registration required; 
contact wilson77@echo.rutgers.edu to register.

“WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?”
8:30PM
NJC LOUNGE
DOUGLASS STUDENT CENTER
DOUGLASS CAMPUS

What has happened to true love, romance, and 
chivalry in today's times? Is all of  that past history, 
especially in the Black community? Join the 
Douglass Black Students’ Congress (DBSC) for a 
lively discussion of  this topic. 

Contact egypt.pringleymack@gmail.com for details.

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
14TH “JAZZ ‘N JAVA” MULTICULTURAL 
POETRY NIGHT
7:00PM 
CROSSROADS THEATRE
7 LIVINGSTON AVENUE
DOWNTOWN NEW BRUNSWICK

Black History Month concludes with the annual Jazz 
‘N Java Poetry Night sponsored by the Douglass 
Black Students’ Congress (DBSC). Arrive early for a 
good seat! 

Advance signup required; Contact 
wilson77@rci.rutgers.edu.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8
TWESE FASHION SHOW
7:00PM 
RUTGERS STUDENT CENTER
COLLEGE AVENUE CAMPUS

Rutgers’ largest and oldest African students’ 
organization presents its annual Fashion Show. 
Advance tickets are $10 for RU students and $12 for 
guests at the Student Activities Center (SAC), 613 
George Street, College Avenue Campus; costs will 
increase at the door. 

Contact rutwese@gmail.com for details.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 4

Persons with disabilities who anticipate 
needing accommodations or who have 
questions about physical access for this event 
may contact (848) 932-4087 in advance of  
the program.

The university-wide Black History Month 
Celebration is sponsored by Rutgers Student Life 
Multicultural Involvement. For more information, 
contact Cheryl Wilson, Associate Director, 
Multicultural Student Involvement via email at 
wilson77@echo.rutgers.edu.
 

BLACK HISTORY
M O N T H



Editor’s Note
 February is a month filled with romance, love, pride, and culture. Though 

it is the shortest month of the year, people often look forward to celebrating 

Valentine’s Day and Black History Month. Of course everyone enjoys the 14th or at 

least hope to, but for African Americans, this month is a chance to showcase our 

culture, celebrate the lives of the many people who fought for our freedom, and to 

be educated on who were are. It is a chance to learn more about our heritage and 

educate others on the reality of us as people as opposed to what we are taught in 

our standard history classes. We get a chance to showcase what we come from not 

what society has made us out to be. 

 In this issue, we try to personify the many special attributes of this par-

ticular month, by showcasing our pride in our culture. We include short profiles of 

notable people making changes and history, including alumni from our very own 

Rutgers. Inside this issue are articles that will get you thinking and question how 

we can make our lives better as minorities. Though we are comfortable right now, 

we still have a lot of work to do in order to achieve all of our goals as minorities.

 Apart from highlighting our culture, we did not forget to include a little 

fun. We suggest gifts for your loved ones and places you can go eat  and enjoy 

when you are feeling a little fancy.    

  I hope you enjoy this issue and good luck this semester!

Best, 

Catherine



Representing 

        RU

Jennifer Jones-
Austin 

graduated from Rutgers University with her 
bachelor’s degree. She later received her law 
degree from Fordham University Law School, 
and a master’s degree in Management and 
Policy from New York University. 

Jones-Austin has experience in both profit 
and nonprofit public sectors. She was the 
Senior Vice President of Community Invest-
ment for United Way of New York City where 
she provided leadership and insight to various 
city projects. In 2006, she became the very 
first Family Services Coordinator of the city 
of New York after having sustained as the 
Deputy Commissioner for Administration for 
Child Services for four years. 

Today she is a civic leader and execu-
tive, honored to be joining New York Blood 
Center’s board. Currently living in Brooklyn 
with her husband and two children, she gives 
back to the local community and is on the 
board of the National Marrow Donor Program, 
where she serves as one of their national 
spokespersons. 

Alfred Edmond 
Jr.

also graduated from Rutgers University with a 
bachelor’s degree. He joined Black Enterprise 
magazine in 1987 as an associate editor and 
has worked his way upwards ever since. 

During his rein as Senior Vice President 
and editor-in-chief from 2000-2008, the 
magazine’s circulation nearly doubled. Black 
Enterprise also received many Excellence 
Awards in the business and finance category 
of consumer magazines. Black Enterprise also 
was granted more than a dozen other awards 
in the editorial and design categories under 
Edmond’s leadership. 

In addition, Edmond played a crucial leader-
ship role in transitioning Black Enterprise 
magazine from print publishing to a digital-
first multimedia content company. 

Today, Alfred Edmond Jr. is the Senior Vice 
President and multimedia editor-at-large of 
Black Enterprise. He is also an active member 
of the Rutgers University Alumni Association 
and an eternal and founding member of the 
Rutgers African-American Association.

5www.magazineonline.com
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InspirATion
 Lupita burst on to the Holly-
wood scene with her captivating perfor-
mance as Pastey in the drama, 12 Years 
a Slave. From then on, Ms. Nyong’o 
has been the “belle of the ball” at every 
possible award show. With her natural 
beauty and effortless style, Lupita has 
walked many red carpets and walked 
away with numerous awards. These 
awards include the Screen Actors Guild 
and Critics’ Choice Award for Best 
Actress in a Supporting Role and has 
been nominated for the Golden Glode, 
BAFTA, Oscar,and Academy Award.  
  
 Aside from being an actress, 
Nyong’o is a director who graduated 
from Hampshire College with a degree 
in film and theatre studies, enrolled and 
graduated  in an acting program at the 
Yale Schoool of Drama. Finally, apart 
from her acting and film credentials, 
Lupita is now one of the faces for Miu 
Miu’s Spring 2014 campaign. 

Fun Facts:
Lupita is Mexican born but of Kenyan 
descent

Her father, Peter Anyang’ Nyong’o is a 
senator in Kenya

At age 16, Lupoita was sent back to 
Mexico, by her parents, for months to 
learn the Spanish

Lupita starred in the Kenyan television 
series Shuga

Lupita’s cousin, Isis Nyong’o Madison, 
was on Forbes’ list of Africa’s Top 20 
Youngest Power Women

LUPITA  
NYONG’O



BACK TO REALITY.



BACK TO REALITY.



When you compound the money spent on tuition, 
room and board, transportation, textbooks, and fun (re: 
alcohol), college is one of the most expensive things in 
life outside of having and raising a child. Some college 
students are blessed in having parents with deep 
pockets, but the majority of us are avidly seeking ways 
to cut costs anywhere possible. Here are some of the 
ways you can do that on a daily basis:

Buy Groceries and eat at 
home.

In college, food is one of our biggest expenses. Having 
the proper number of meals per day is a struggle 
when you have a full course load, a job, org activities, 
and a social life to top it off. Fast food is tempting 
when you’re on the go, but it’s just as expensive as it 
is unhealthy. Buying grocery and eating at home will 
save you money on food from restaurants and meal 
plans, and leaves your kitchen stocked to make last 
minute meals before you leave the house.

Buy with others.

Everything is cheaper when you’re not the only one 
putting up money. This is a great method when 

buying grocery and other house items with your 
roommates, but it applies to virtually everything 
else too. If you’re planning to buy alcohol (or other 
party favors) for a long weekend, have a friend 
pitch in with you—you’re not going to drink it all 
yourself!

Buy used textbooks, rent 
them, or find them online.

The cost of college textbooks has risen about 6% 
per year in the past ten years. The average college 
student spends anywhere between $300 and $1000 
on textbooks per semester. Depending on how many 
textbooks you need, you could end up spending 
thousands on textbooks per year. Buying used or 
rented textbooks could slash your costs in half and 
online prices are usually far more competitive than on 
campus bookstores.

Take public transportation.
If you have a car on campus, you pay for a parking 
pass, gas, and car maintenance. Parking passes alone are 
hundreds of dollars per semester and when you add in 
weekly gas and maintenance expenses, cars are pretty 
costly. Taking public transportation, like campus buses 
or trains, to and from school, work, and other places 
can keep a lot more cash in your pocket.

Stay in occasionally. 

Nights out are always fun and relieve stress, but 
if you’re not careful they can be expensive too—
especially if you’re not making sober decisions about 
money. (I’ve spent paychecks on “drunchies” before.) 
Cut back on partying or shows every weekend, and 
save some money!

Frugal Living: 
College Life and 

How to Save
-Kazz Laidlaw
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It’s like the set up for a cheesy joke: a white guy, an 
Indian, an African, and a Hispanic walk into a job interview. 
John Smith, Srithi Patel, Chukwuike Akaba, and Arturo 
Ramirez to be exact. They all share the same credentials and 
have all graduated from our wonderful Rutgers University 
Summa Cum Laude. Who gets the job? 
 Unfortunately in today’s day and age, the first 
response would be to assume that John Smith gets the job. 
The clean cut all-American guy whose parents have steady 
jobs and a summerhouse in the Keys. He simply “looks” like 
a better representative for the company, so he gets the job. 
Luckily such is not the case anymore. More and more, we 
are seeing companies hire more diverse workforces, which 
represents the changing demographic of the American 
people. This is due in part to the rise of affirmative action 
programs which whether you believe it or not, is very alive 
and present. Affirmative action in the workplace pushes 
employees to not only hire the “Smiths” of the world, but 
gives the Patels, Akabas, and Ramirezs a chance. We are 
witnessing businesses beginning to embrace diverse people 
and unique perspectives and that could have long term 
benefits for the company. Villagelife.org found the following 
to be true:
 “Organizations which excel at leveraging diversity 
(including the hiring and advancement of women and 
nonwhite men into senior management jobs, and providing 
a climate conducive to contributions from people of diverse 
backgrounds) will experience better financial performance 
in the long run than organizations which are not effective 
in managing diversity.” 

The bottom line is that your international 
and hard-to-pronounce name is an asset rather than a 
hindrance to your resume. So why are people still changing 

their names to sound more “Americanized?”
Think about it like this: Barack Hussein Obama—

is possibly one of the most powerful men in the world 
with one of the most controversial names in the country. 
Americans have said that his name reminds them of a 
terrorist attack they’d rather forget. A blog off of pjmedia.
com said that his name “signifies something bizarre, 
something nomadic, extraterritorial, and domestically 
ineffable, something unusual in the roster of commanders-
in-chief.” Basically, because his name was not the typical 
Washington, Bush, or Kennedy, he was deemed unfit for 
the job as the president of the United States. During the 
struggle in becoming our 43rd president Obama had to 
overcome hurls of racist remarks, debates that had less to 
do with his policy and more to do with his surname, and 
other non-necessities. Just when it should have been over, 
after being elected into the office, Obama faced another 
wave of nomenclature backlash during his 2012 reelections. 
In his own words, “When your name is Barack Hussein 
Obama, getting elected is difficult,” he said in an interview 
with ABC. 

Keep in mind that despite all of those obstacles, 
Barack Hussein Obama still won the presidency and the 
reelection. So what does that mean for us regular citizens? 
EMBRACE YOUR NAME. There will always be haters 
and people who will still attempt to give you an “easier” 
nickname, but at the end of the day your name will set you 
apart from any Mary Sue and Greg Jones out there. Your 
name is your pride, don’t ever forget that. 

What’s In A Name?
-Ijeoma Unachukwu
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ANDREW 
McCUTCHEN

 

InspirATion
 Andrew McCutchen played 
varsity baseball as a middle schooler. In 
high school, he became one of the top 
football recruits in the state but instead, 
opted to follow a career in professional 
baseball. This was a risky decision be-
ing that not many African Americans 
partake in profession baseball. He signed 
with the University of Florida and 
was later drafted by the minor league 
team the Pittsburgh Pirates instead of 
going to Florida in 2005. After several 
nominations and being named Minor 
League Player of the Year, McCutchen 
was traded to the Atlanta Braves in 
2009. Today nicknamed “Cutch,” he is an 
American baseball center fielder play-
ing for the Pittsburgh Pirates of Major 
League Baseball.
 McCutchen has been named 
the National League MVP in 2013 and 
has won two NL Most Outstanding 
Player Awards. 

Fun Facts:
Andrew owned the highest range factor 
among NL centerfielders in 2011

Andrew was the first Pittsburgh rookie 
to blast three home runs in a game.

Because of his dreadlocks, McCutchen 
has to get his baseball hat custom made 
to fit his head

He can beatbox 



Admit it: We all like to get super 
dressed up to go out but before we leave, we always 
make sure we get in a few selfies, a group pic, and at 
least one full body shot. We go out, spend half of our 
time on our phones and when we leave, we post the 
pictures to Instagram to show everyone how much fun 
we had. We wear our headphones everywhere (of which, 
I’m guilty) and we tweet more than we actually talk in 
person.  While I’m happy about the various ways we 
have to document every second of our lives, I wonder 
what happens in the moments in between... are there 
even any moments in between?

This past summer, I had the opportunity to be fully 
disconnected—and I mean disconnected in every sense 
of the word. I was up in the woods with about 30 other 
people with no cell phone reception and I only had 
enough time to use Wi-Fi for about an hour a day. Talk 
about being rustic. The first two weeks were the worst 
because I could tell I was going through some type of 
technology withdrawal. I had no choice but to be fully 
engaged in the things that were going on around me 

and to my surprise, I started to enjoy myself more. 
Something about being fully present with people and 
having them do the same makes an experience much 
more enjoyable and memorable. 

After an entire of summer of being in that predica-
ment, I came back to Rutgers and started to see this cul-
ture we have going on in a different light. I noticed that 
I would be talking to someone and they’d be staring into 
their phone, only to ask me to repeat myself when they 
actually started paying full attention to me. I had never 
really had a problem with that before but it was kind of 
like a culture shock back into my own community and, 
not to mention, it irked me.
Maybe for a day, or even an hour, put the phone down 
and take the headphones out. Open yourself up to 
conversation with a person you haven’t spoken to before 
and be fully engaged in that. I know that the longing for 
social media is always going to be there but Twitter isn’t 
going to disappear. Whatever that’s happening in the 
now, may not happen again so take advantage of that 
and fully immerse yourself in the present. 

Are You Here 
-Dunstanette Macauley
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 Former Florida A&M college football player, 24-year-
old Jonathan Ferrell was shot and killed by police officers early 
Saturday Sept. 14. Police reports state that Ferrell had survived a 
car wreck when he began knocking on nearby homes searching 
for help. A woman opened her front door assuming it was her 
husband who was returning home late from work; when she saw 
that it was Ferrell, frightened, she shut the door and immediately 
called police to report an in-progress breaking and entering. 
 When police arrived on the scene and approached the 
victim, he began running towards them. In an attempt to appre-
hend an unarmed Ferrell, the officers tasered him multiple times; 
when he did not succumb to the thousands of electrical bolts, 
he was shot 10 times and killed in cold blood by officer Randall 
Kerrick. Kerrick was charged with voluntary manslaughter and 
released on $50,000 bond.
Police statements report “Kerrick did not have lawful right to 
discharge his weapon during this encounter. The investigation 
showed that the subsequent shooting of Mr. Ferrell was excessive.”
 Jonathan Ferrell was murdered by a police officer—
someone who has sworn to serve and protect us as the people 
of the United States of America. Police brutality among white 
officers and black civilians has been an issue in our community 
for decades dating as far back as Rodney King and Sean Bell.
 A case that has not received nationwide attention from the me-
dia is the case 38-year-old Marlon Brown of Florida; an unarmed 

black male who was run over and 
killed by a police vehicle earlier 
this year in May while fleeing from 
police on foot after being pulled 
over for not wearing a seatbelt. The 
victim’s family released the graphic 
surveillance footage from the 
police vehicle’s dashboard of Brown 
being struck and toppled by the car. 
 Nov. 2, 2013—19-year-old Renisha 
McBride was shot and killed in an 
incident similar to Jonathan Ferrell. 
She too had just been involved in a 
car accident in the predominantly 
white neighborhood of Dearborn 
Heights, Michigan, when she 
sought help from a nearby home. 
McBride was shot in the face as she 
stood on the porch of the 54-year-
old homeowner who claimed his 
shotgun accidently discharged. 
Following the completion of the 
autopsy, Wayne County Medical 
Examiners have ruled this shoot-
ing as a homicide.
 “There was an entrance shot-
gun wound to the face, with no 
evidence of close-range discharge 
of a firearm noted on the skin 
surrounding the wound,” said the 

medical report. 
 These three particular cases have indefinite similar-
ity to each other. Each of the victims was possibly targeted and 
racially profiled which ultimately lead to each of their deaths. 
Each of these victims gunned down were unarmed African-
Americans. It seems as though all charges are either dropped 
or acquitted after an alleged racial profiling or police brutality 
case goes to trial. The jury acquitted the four officers charged in 
the Rodney King case, which sparked a purge of violent riots in 
April 1992 leading to 55 deaths and roughly 12,000 arrests over a 
seven-day span. Sean Bell was killed in a hail of 50 bullets fired 
by NYPD officers in 2006 when exiting a Queens strip club in 
celebration of his very own bachelor party. In 2008, the three 
officers responsible for the killing were acquitted. 
 Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old African-American high 
school student was shot and killed by neighborhood security 
guard George Zimmerman in what he claimed was self-defense; 
with the assistance of Florida’s self-defense laws, Zimmerman 
was a free man. The Ferrell, Brown, and McBride cases are cur-
rently undergoing continued investigation. 
 Member of the NAACP and civil rights advocates 
continue to rally for the unjust actions and recent trend of police 
brutality to seek justice. Where can we as college students and 
voices of the future start locally to advocate change? 

Is It Because I am Black ? 
-Jennah Quinn
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URSULA BURNS

 

InspirATion
 Though her name may not ring 
bells, Ursula is considered to be one of 
the most powerful women in the world 
as she is the chairman and CEO of 
Xerox. Burns is the first African-Amer-
ican woman CEO to head a Fortune 500 
company. She is also the first woman to 
succeed another woman as the head of 
a Fortune 500 company. Xerox is known 
to be the world’s leading enterprise for 
business process and document man-
agement. 
 Burns worked her way up the 
ladder at Xerox after earning her bach-
elor of science degree in mechanical en-
gineering from the Polytechnic Institute 
of NYU and obtained her master of 
science, also in mechanical engineering, 
from Columbia University. 

Fun Facts:
Started her career at Xerox as a me-
chanical engineering summer intern 

Also a board director of the American 
Express Corporation and Exxon Mobil  
Corporation 

Forbes named her the #14 most power-
ful woman 



“I was only 16 and just knew my parents wouldn’t 
approve of a permanent tattoo, so I went out and got it on my 
own,” said Scarlett Grant. Grant now 23-years-old got her first 
tattoo, a purple rose behind her left ear.

One of her friends worked in a hair salon where the 
owner opened up a separate area for tattooing in one of the 
backrooms. “It looked like a promising undercover tattoo parlor 
that most did not know was there. I was apprehensive but very 
determined.” 

After hiding the tattoo for months, Grant leaked the 
secret to her mother who she said was in disbelief. “After seeing 
this tattoo, I just warned my daughter that it wouldn’t come off 
with soap and water like the previous ones she had. She would 
have to face living with that rose on her neck for the rest of her 
life,” said Kisha Grant. 

One’s first tattoo may feel as though a rite of passage. 
For some in their adolescence, it represents a transition from 
childhood to adulthood.

 “Getting that tattoo gave me a sense of power. It be-
came the way I expressed myself, and nobody could take it away 
from me,” said Grant.

As the prominence of permanent of body art 
becomes more popular among teens, the number of teenagers 
with tattoos is steadily increasing. Why do they do it? Tattooing 
for teens is attached to rebellion against their parents’ disap-
proval and fighting conformity. Tattoos have also evolved into 
statements of popularity. According to a 2010 Pew Research 
study, roughly 40 percent of young adults between the ages of 
18 and 25 have tattoos. This demonstrates a 3 percent increase 
in the number of young adults with tattoos over the past three 
years. Of that percentage, half have admitted to having two to 
five tattoos.

Although the vast majority of parents disagree 
with of their children younger than 18 getting tattoos, some 
approve. “A few kids have come into the shop over the past 
several months,” said Krissy Washington of Revolver Tattoo in 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. “They were all super excited about 
getting their first tattoo with the permission of their parents, 
whom are there ready and willing to sign the paperwork.” 

Three worry factors play into the concerns of teenag-
ers getting tattoos, especially in their adolescence: risk of infec-
tion, future regret, and social stigmas.

Though tattoo laws for teens under 18 years of age 
varies from state to state, it seems many teens similar to Scarlett 
Grant are ducking the law or simply asking for their parent’s 
permission for tattoos, even as birthday presents. 

 Brooklyn New York tattoo artist Hrukti Kokayi has 
done several tattoos on teenagers with their parents right by 
their side. “I never have to ask what their reason for getting the 
permanent tattoo is, they’re usually so excited they just blurt out 
the answer,” said Kokayi. 

 “Tattooing such young skin has its risks 
though. At 16 and 17 most teens aren’t finished growing yet, so 
as they continue to grow their skin stretches and so does their 
tattoo. The tattoo may even shift and possibly lose its correct 

positioning.” 

 A fresh tattoo must be moisturized daily with 
fragrance and dye free lotion, A&D ointment is a recommended 
brand by many tattoo artists. The potential risk of infection can 
stem from various sources, one example is providing proper 
after treatment on a fresh tattoo to ensure successful healing. 

As the tattoo begins its healing process, it begins 
peeling with the possibilities of scabbing. During this stage it is 
important to not pick or peel the area, this will create an open 
wound with more opportunities for germs to infect the area. 

Teens may also risk infection by attempting to avoid 
the law and going to undercover tattoo shops that may not have 
the proper and cleanly equipment for tattooing. 

“I did some research before going to the unmarked 
shop. I made sure that the artist opened a fresh pack of needles 
and used fresh ink samples before touching my skin,” said Grant. 

Had needles been reused, the risk of contracting vari-
ous diseases including HIV instantly becomes a possibility. 

Teenagers permanently marking their bodies at such 
young ages can draw regrets in the future upon the decision of 
their tattoo. 

“I was 18 and still in high school when I got my 
girlfriend’s name tattooed across my heart,” said now 22-year-
old Robbie Cohen. “When graduation came and we were both 
shipped to college hundreds of miles away from each other, it 
was almost an instant split.” 

Not only is Cohen been left with memories, but the 
permanence of his ex-girlfriend’s name on his body. “I can’t wait 
to get it covered up; the only thing that is stopping me is finding 
body art that I actually want displayed for the rest of my life.” 

Whether it’s a tattoo covered up with another tattoo 
or removal, it’s an expensive process. 

A study done in 2012 by Tattoo Finder reported that 
the average cost of a small tattoo begins at 50 dollars. Larger tat-
toos range anywhere between 150-200 dollars per session. Some 
even charge by the hour depending on the shop. 

Additionally, tattoos present unavoidable social stigmas. 
In 2012, Harris Interactive Online Polls surveyed and recorded 
that 45 percent of people without tattoos say that people with a 
tattoo are less attractive, 25 percent say tattoos are less healthy, 
and 27 percent say that people with tattoos are less intelligent. 

From the same poll, 86 percent of those with a tattoo 
never regretted their decision. 30 percent say it makes them feel 
sexier and 25 percent say it makes them feel rebellious.  

Adolescence may think getting tattoos are cool but 
that is only until they have personally encountered some of the 
associated stigmas. Walking up and down the hallways in school 
sporting a fresh “tatt” may excite one’s popularity, but in the real 
world, tattoos scream “deviance.” 

“I’ve been denied jobs because of my arm sleeve tat-
toos,” said Jason Brown. “Employers have told me that I possess 
an image they do not wish to portray in their business.” 

TATTED FOREVER: TEENS AND 
TATTOOS -Jennah Quinn
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Nicole Byer of Girl Code   
  kljlsj

 It’s hard to believe that it was only MTV Girl Code 
Actress Nicole Byer’s fourth time doing stand-up. Rutgers Uni-
versity Programming Association (RUPA) hosted Girl Code, a 
stand-up comedy event featuring Nicole Byer, introduced by 
Emily HAIWI on Thursday January 30. The multi-purpose 
room of the Rutgers Student Center was packed, standing 
room only, and roaring in fits of hysterical laughter- and that 
was only the first 2 seconds of Byer’s act. The rest of the come-
dienne’s act was a hilarious exploration into the mishaps and 
imperfections that make up the fabulous Nicole Byer. Nothing 
was off the table: her weight, her dating life, and most preva-
lently the stereotypes that come with being a black female 
comedienne. 
 In fact, Byer opened up her performance by talking 
about the type of voice overs she often gets casted for. “It’s like, 
nobody ever casts me as the simple while gir  that I sound like. 
You don’t see my face in a voice over, so I don’t see why it mat-
ters!” She continued to read off an over exaggerated MacDon-
ald’s script targeted at for a black audience. “ My baby daddy 
needs to give me some money so I can get off this dollar menu! 
Yo! My weave’s f***ked up! Thank God for fries though!” 
 Of course it was all for kicks and giggles, not to be 
taken seriously. Yet, I couldn’t help but think about how true 
that all was. Why does a black girl in comedy always have to 
be an over exaggerated caricature? Ratchet, to say the least? 
Byer grew up in Lincroft, NJ the center of suburbia itself, 
the farthest thing from an urban or “hood”  So what does she 
know about it all? Is she trying to fit in to these stereotypes? 
Or mock them?
 Look at Mo’nique, better known as Nikki Parker 
from the hit TV show The Parkers. Also Big. Also Black. Also a 

successful comedienne. In the show, she is a loud and bois-
terous single mother, going back to college at a late age. The 
show lasted 5 seasons. Mo’nique went on to star in movies and 
guest star in other TV shows where she played the same type 
of character. Loud. A bit rude. Slightly ignorant. Even in the 
Academy Award winning movie Precious, she played a degrad-
ing, abusive, cigarette smoking mother.  Never did she play 
an intelligent career woman, or a well-spoken family woman. 
While they way black women are perceived in the media has 
changed thanks to shows like Scandal, and Being Mary Jane, 
and influential women like Michelle Obama and Condoleeza 
Rice, to be funny it seems as if you still have to fit a certain 
mold. The mold of constantly oppressed and stuggling to break 
out through ridiculous and foolish antics. The mold of constant 
oversexualization or vulgarity. You have to be willing to act 
ghetto and basically perpetuate the same stereotypes that hold 
you back
 The thing about Nicole is that instead of letting these 
stereotypes hold her back, she comes to terms with them 
through her comedy. Instead of letting these clichés affect her, 
it is almost as if she scoffs at them, making the afflicter the 
afflicted. She knows who she is, what people think of her, and 
how they might try to fit her into a box. But, with a dash of 
sass and her middle finger up to the air she breaks out. 
 However, it is still early in her career and we are 
yet to see what future roles she accepts and the character she 
portray. For now, Nicole is just Nicole. 
“People are always tell me what I already know. I know I’m 
black. I know I’m fat. They say I’m not funny. Okay, I’m a black, 
fat comedienne!” said Byer with an air of confidence. 

-Ijeoma Unachukwu

-Jennah Quinn
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DR. RISA 
LAVIZZO-MOUREY

 

InspirATion
 CEO and president of Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, Lavizzo-
Mourey has held this position since 
2003. To add to her impressive position, 
she is the first woman and African-
American to lead RWJF. As a leader, she 
heads America’s largest philanthropy 
dedicated to bettering health and health 
care. She earned her master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania Wharton 
School and her M.D. from Harvard Uni-
versity. 
 The Huffington Post described 
her as a “national leader in transforming 
America’s health systems so people live 
healthier lives and receive the health 
care they need.” She has also served as 
the Sylvan Eisman Professor of medi-
cine and health care systems and direc-
tor of Penn’s Institute on Aging at the 
Univeristy of Pennsylvania. Currently, 
she still treats patients at community 
health clinic in New Brunswick. 

Fun Facts:
Trained in Geriatrics at UPenn 

Has been married for over 30 years 

Loves Yoga 

Likes to hike and made it to the top of 
Kilimanjaro 



I just reviewed Netflix’s “Orange is the New Black” I have 
thoughts on the whole season, with spoilers, coming up just as 
soon as I do to you what the spring does to cherry trees, but in a 
prison way...  
 
Halfway through the season, I felt like “Orange” was the best of 
the Netflix originals so far. By the end, I was sure of It, and that 
this is one of the best shows of the year, on any channel or distri-
bution system. As a college student, regular TV is just not as ac-
cessible as the stoppable, rewindable, and re-playable convenience 
of a computer application like Netflix. I kept watching “Orange” 
for the sheer pleasure of it and I kept making time to watch the 
remaining episodes, because I knew I would enjoy them more 
than anything else on my plate, no matter the urgency.  
 
“Orange” begins as the story of Piper and her assimilation into 
the prison world, and Taylor Schilling was fantastic throughout. 
What was so impressive as we got deeper into the first season 
was what a good job Jenji Kohan and company did at fleshing 
out the rest of the prison population, not only the other inmates, 
but the guards and counselors as well.  
 
Piper’s the one we understand at first, but by the end of the 
season I knew and cared an awful lot about Taystee, Poussey, 
Janae, Nicky and everyone else. It’s remarkable, for instance, to 
consider what the show did with Crazy Eyes, and the role rever-
sal between her and Piper over the course of the season. Early 
on, Crazy Eyes is an almost cartoonish villain, because that’s all 
that Piper sees her as. But then we get little glimpses of her away 
from that conflict — the revelation of who her parents were dur-
ing visiting day was one of the funniest, most delightful scenes 
of the season — until we began to understand that she’s just as 
human as everyone else in this place, and as damaged in her 
own way as her fellow inmates are in theirs. By the time we hear 
Larry on the faux-”This American Life” telling an exaggerated, 
outdated version of Piper’s take on Crazy Eyes and the other 
women, our sympathies have nearly done a 180. We still feel bad 
for Piper, because she’s no longer the woman who told Larry 
these stories, but mainly we feel for Crazy Eyes, Miss Claudette 
and the other women being described in ways we know fail to 
remotely capture whom they really are. 

The depth the creative team was able to sketch out in only 13 
episodes for an ensemble this big is really impressive. Some char-
acters like Pornstache and Pennsatucky stayed on the broader 
end of the spectrum, yet they could turn on a dime from comic 
relief to genuine threat, and we even got to know some of what 

made them tick. Mr. Healy turned from sympathetic to nauseat-
ing, leaving Piper to possibly die at Pennsatucky’s hands in the 
season’s final scene, yet on the journey there, we got to under-
stand much of what’s been motivating him, for good and for ill.  
 
I would single out Taryn Manning for such creepy, unglamorous 
work as Pennsatucky, but then I’d be ignoring Kate Mulgrew, Na-
tasha Lyonne, Danielle Brooks, Uzo Aduba, Laverne Cox, Dascha 
Polanco, Vicky Jeudy, Samira Wiley, Lea DeLaria, Laura Prepon, 
Michelle Hurst and everyone else. Many of them are performers 
I’d never seen before, or at least never noticed — not since “The 
Wire” has there been a show that’s been this large and great a 
showcase for obscure actors of color.  
 
The world of the prison grew so rich, in fact, that I’d be comfort-
able if we didn’t have to leave the place as often in season 2. The 
flashbacks can stay; I’m very much looking forward to the inevi-
table Crazy Eyes spotlight. However, I don’t need nearly as much, 
if any, of Larry and the rest of Piper’s friends and family. That 
was necessary in the opening chapters, since she was our initial 
tour guide to this place. At a certain point, though, we come to 
understand the world, and that everyone has a story just as rich 
and complicated as Piper’s, and I’d rather learn more about theirs 
than enjoy more Jason Biggs masturbatory hijinks.  
 
Mainly, though, I’m pleased that “Orange” has connected with 
as many people as it seems to have. Netflix’s numbers remain 
a deeply-guarded secret, but their executives were understand-
ably happy enough with the creative results that they ordered 
the second season before the first one premiered. And in the 
months since the episodes were released, it’s been mentioned 
more often, and with more enthusiasm, than any recent show! 

Some shows are smart and deep and engrossing enough to be 
watched at any pace, and “Orange Is the New Black” is absolutely 
one of those. My only objection to having watched the whole 
season in a couple of weeks is that it means I’ll have to wait that 
much longer before I can see the next new one. The first thirteen 
hours of this prison sentence flew by quickly; the time until 
next season will be more difficult.  
 
What did everybody else think? Did you have any favorite 
characters or story arcs? Whom do you want to see more or less 
of in season 2? And how the heck did the chicken get through 
the fence? 

And the Winner of the Year’s Best Se-
ries is…. ‘Orange is the New Black”

-Kayla Jackson
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-Cassandra Yeboah 

14 Gift Ideas for February 14th (aka 
Valentine’s Day)

For Men:
 1. Cologne – A small gift that will go a long way (and smell good too). We recommend Eros by  
 Versace ($45 on amazon.com)
 2. LP – A framed LP of his favorite artist/band will surely be the best gift he’s ever gotten.
 3. Concert tickets – Also for his favorite artist.  (We recommend combining this with #2)
 4. Instagram Canvas – Frame your favorite Instagram photos and create a dope canvas for him  
 to hang wherever he wants. ($40 at canvaspop.com)
 5. Cufflinks – A nice pair of cufflinks are to men what a pair of diamond earring are to women.  
 Enough said.
 6. Sneakers – Must we even explain?
 7. Chromecast – Stream online video and music to a TV using your smartphone, tablet, or laptop.  
 He will love it! ($35 on amazon.com)

For Women:
 1. Jewelry – Jewelry is on every girl’s Valentines Day wish list.  We recommend Marc by Marc  
 Jacobs Love Stud Earrings ($42 at Nordstrom)
 2. Gift basket – Filled with all the things she loves.
 3. Yoga mat – Is there a better way to show her you support her fitness goals?
 4. Smythson blah, blah, blah notebook – Spare a penny or few and give her a journal for her   
 thoughts. ($80 at Barneys.com)
 5. Frends earbuds – Replace her dingy earbuds with luxury. ($99.00 at BestBuy)
 6. Cosmetics – We recommend Ruby Woo by Mac or anything from Sephora.
 7. Flowers and Chocolate – Because you cant go wrong with Roses and Godiva.
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MICHAEL B. 
JORDAN

 

InspirATion
 
 Before starring in Fruitvale 
Station, Jordan was successful as an 
actor in the hit shows, The Wire, All 
My Children, Friday Night Lights, and 
Parent Hood. At a very young age, this 
young man caught the attention of act-
ing legend, Bill Cosby, and was cast as 
“Michael” in Cosby in 1999. Jordan has 
made history as the youngest African 
American actor to be contracted with 
the ABC drama All My Children. Fur-
thermore, he has won awards such as 
the Breakthrough Performance award at 
the Satellie Awards, Hollywood Spolight 
Award at the Holywood Film Awards, 
and Breakthrough Actor from the 
Gotham Awards. 
 The 27-year-old, was inter-
viewed by Oprah Winfrey for the show, 
Next Chapter and was named as GQ 
Magazine’s Breakout of the Year for 2013. 

Fun Facts:
Born in California but grew up in New-
ark, New Jersey

Attended Newark’s Arts High School 
and played basketball

Favorite actress is Meryl Streep

Middle name, Bakari, is Swahili for “no-
ble promise”

One of Time Magazine’s, 30 People un-
der 30 Changing The World



Return Of 
New York 
Rap: Troy 
Ave Elec-

Remember when it was cool to 
be from New York? Music dictates the 
culture and in the past couple of years, 
New York has been in the backseat of 
this Southern-dominated state of hip-
hop. Some would argue that New York 
is alive and well with the likes of artists 
like A$AP Rocky and French Montana 
representing the city. The problem with 
this notion is that these artists and 
other New York rappers do not have 
a home base New York sound. Rocky sounds like he’s been 
sippin’ lean and tippin’ on 44’s in Houston all his life while 
French Montana sounds like he dealt drugs in the trenches of 
Atlanta’s Zone 6. The Big Apple yearns for a sound that’s an 
entirely native, by an artist who is also native. One rapper that 
has stepped up to the plate and has taken full responsibility for 
the restoration of the classic New York feel is Brooklyn’s own 
Troy Ave. 

In 2013, it is hard to deny that Troy Ave is one of the 
most promising, uprising artists in hip-hop today. Also known 
as Harry Powder, Troy Ave, raps about his experience grow-
ing up in the streets and his road to success. Though he raps 
about hustling and violence in the streets, labeling his music 
under the umbrella of “coke rap” would be outright insulting. 
He brings a variety of elements to the table that cannot be 
measured within a specific category. His hustler mentality is 
second to none, as he has made his mark in the game solely by 
staying true to himself and delivering his message. He started 
garnering a buzz in 2006 in his local Brooklyn neighborhood, 
but the real recognition emerged when he released the third 
installment of his three-part mixtape series, Bricks in My Back-
pack 3 in 2012. The project was well received by critics. Com-
plex magazine credited BIMB 3 as one of the best albums of 
the year and Pitchfork gave it a 7.5 out of 10 rating. Troy Ave’s 
takeover did not stop there. He appeared as a guest feature on 
a collection of tracks for notable artists such as Fabolous and 
Pusha T. His highly anticipated debut album New York City: 
The Album recently released and it is Troy’s way of cementing 
himself as New York City’s new front-runner. 

The album begins with the intro titled “Classic 
Feel”. Here, Troy effortlessly raps over the Mally The Martian 
produced track. His flow over the Mafioso-sounding track is 
relentless; he rhymes with a hunger we haven’t seen since 
the days of Get Rich or Die Trying. From the onset of the 
album, Harry Powder wastes no time letting listeners know 
his mission: to restore the feeling of NY rap. The album flows 
well collectively throughout. The album-titled track “New York 
City” features legends from the mecca of hip-hop. Troy Ave 
teams up with Raekwon, Nore, and Prodigy for this ode to 
The Empire State. Everyone on the track brings their A-game 
to the surface and the collaboration is one for the books. Ave 

raps, “dirty cash bought my matte black Jeep,” referring to 
the vehicle seen on the cover of the album. With this, Troy 
is showcasing his authenticity to the audience by placing his 
actual car on the album cover and not being ashamed in letting 
his audience know how he managed to obtain the vehicle. He 
could have rented a quarter-million dollar car for the campaign 
but that goes against he represents. 

“Cigar Smoke” is the smooth sailing track every great 
album needs. Troy recruits fellow Brick Squad Boys (BSB) 
affiliate King Sevin for the track. Neither of them disappoint, 
with Troy reaffirming his place in the New York rap, “we don’t 
wear tight ass clothes, we don’t do down south beats/ that ain’t 
New York, I’ll restore our identification cause d*ckridin’ never 
been a form of transportation.” He displays his frustration with 
New York rappers sounding like rappers from the South but 
reassures his city vowing to stay away from that lane. A Troy 
Ave project wouldn’t be complete without heavy drug-related 
subject matter. Who does Harry Powder call when he needs 
assistance for such a cut? King Push himself.  Pusha T is Troy 
Ave’s co-conspirator on “everything.” They both deliver sinister 
verses on the DJ Uneek-produced track with Pusha T outdoing 
Troy on the track. Pusha raps painlessly “bricks in my back-
pack/scale in my black matte/n*ggas don’t talk on the phone, 
they could tap that.” It should be noted that Pusha T is the only 
feature on the album that is not from New York City. 

Other standout tracks on the album include “Hot 
Out,” a tribute to summertime in Ave’s borough produced by 
Scram Jones. Another track that cannot go without mention 
is “Show Me Love” featuring Tony Yayo. The song is an obvious 
ode to 50 Cent’s “In The Club.” There are some songs that the 
album could have down without such as “Divas and Dimes” 
and “Im That N*gga;” these tracks are lost in the album and 
simply do not seem to fit in. Overall New York City is one for 
the books. It is the only album released in the past 10 years to 
have an entirely New York sound all the way through. Troy 
Ave does not compromise his position for anyone and that is 
why he appreciated by hardcore rap fans. Troy Ave is the char-
ismatic drug dealer from Brooklyn and he may just be what a 
lost city needs to resurrect the uniqueness and individuality 
that it once had.

-Sam Bakare
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SHAWN
 “JAY-Z” CARTER

 

InspirATion
 
 An entrepreneur, music pro-
ducer, rapper, sports agent, you name it, 
Mr. Carter has explored that business. 
This past year, Jay-Z not only opened 
up his sports agency, Roc Nation Sports, 
but also released Magna Carta Holy 
Grail, which broke the record for the 
most streamed first-week album of 2013 
and a record-breaking number of people 
listening to the online via Spotify. With 
MCHG, he achieved his #13 number 1 
album. 
 In his first year as a sports 
agent and the launching of Roc Nation 
Sports, he hosts some of the most suc-
cessful athletes in the country. These 
athletes include Kevin Durant, Skylar 
Diggins, Victor Cruz, and Geno Smith. 
This man has built his brand for many 
years and though he started off with 
music, he has been able to break many 
barriers and become the success story 
he is today. 

Fun Facts:
Jay-Z actually has three sibilings 
 
Was Notorious B.I.G.’s classmate at Eli 
Whitney High School in Brooklyn 
 
His childhood nickname, Jazzy, is a 
play off the J/Z subway station near his 
home

In 6th grade, he tested at a 12th grade 
level



Hip Hop and R&B music has changed. Hip Hop has long since its 
birth been folk music; music of the people. And in my opinion it has 
remained youthful by remaining an urban art form that can quickly 
be appropriated by various cultures. Only in this genre are artists 
demanded by their fans to innovate and bring something new to the 
listener’s ear, else rumors spread that they’ve fallen off and are no lon-
ger considered the king or queen of their respective musical territory. 
Hip Hop is competitive and sport culture will forever go hand in hand 
with Hip Hop music because of the lyrical skill and talent that we see 
in Hip Hop music. Hip Hop and R&B superfans or “Stans” look for art-
ists to not only grow from humble mixtape beginnings but to diver-
sify because nobody wants to just be a rapper or singer anymore. They 
want their own brand. In a recent interview I watched with Donald 
Glover aka Childish Gambino; he spoke about the music simply being 
advertisement for his brand. But what else can we expect when music 
can no longer be a real profitable product. We all know that anyone can 
just go online and download the newest song from their favorite artist 
(Thanks a lot Napster and LimeWire). Luckily, this hasn’t discour-

aged artists from pouring their hearts into good music. There are still the more avid listeners that will criticize artists for 
making “pop music” and “radio hits”, tracks the artist most likely believes will do well on the charts without containing 
any true substance simply because it mimics the sound of “what’s hot right now”. In my personal opinion R&B will be the 
new space where talented creatives can really shine. Hip Hop continues to be more and more commercialized (S/o to those 
McDonalds commercial raps) and continues to distance itself from its origins whereas I believe the palate of the masses for 
sultry vocalists has expanded and artists like Frank Ocean and The Weeknd have been allowed to come through from the 
underground scene and really shine in the forefront.  I myself am a huge fan of these acts and I am constantly on the look-
out for artists with similar talent. These artists often reveal themselves in parts. By leaking one track at a time they enjoy 
distancing themselves from immediate stardom in order to slowly build their character and public persona. One such artist 
who we know very little about thus far is the illustrious Sampha Sisay who simply goes by the mononym, Sampha. Al-
ready Sampha has built and impressive collaborative record by working with artist such as producer SBTRKT (pronounced 
‘subtract’) as well as more well-known artists such as Solange Knowles, Jessie Ware, and my personal hero “Octobers Very 
Own” Aubrey Drake Graham. On his own Sampha only has 2 EPs  Sundaza (2010) and Dual (2013) both of which I have lis-
tened to extensively and highly recommend to anyone familiar with musicians such as The Weeknd, Frank Ocean, James 
Fauntleroy, James Blake, JMSN, Toro Y Moi, and Jai Paul. But to fans of EDM and Electronic music Sampha has long been a 
collaborator with SBTRKT whose club tempo beats are coupled nicely with Sampha’s smooth vocals and British vernacular. 
Be on the lookout for this rising star who has already made a name for himself. 

UNDISCOVERED 
GOLD: SAMPHA

-Damani Adadevoh
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4 Valentine’s Day  eats

1

Looking for the perfect place to spend this special evening? Look no further...here are 
trendy, upscale, and romantic restaurants that will fit the occassion

Catherine Lombardi
Address: 3 Livingston Ave. New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Type: Italian
Decor: Romantic, Low Lightning, Classy
Rating: AAAA
Expense: $$$

Due Mari
Address: 78 Albany St. New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Type: Italian, Seafood
Decor: Upscale, Elegant
Rating: AAAA
Expense: $$$

The Frog and The Peach Delta’s
Address: 29 Dennis Street, New Brunswick NJ, 08901
Type: American
Decor: Classy, Low Lightning, Earthy
Rating: AAAA
Expense: $$$$

Address: 78 Albany St. New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Type: Italian, Seafood
Decor: Upscale, Elegant
Rating: AAAA
Expense: $$$

2

3 4





 Passion, honesty and genuine talent take their purest form 
in one of Rutgers’ very own local poets. Maybe you’ve heard of her 
around campus or perhaps you’ve had the pleasure of being in the 
audience of one her captivating performances. But if you have yet 
to be acquainted with her work, BVCL introduces to you Ms. Alyea 
Pierce. 

 Alyea is a senior here at Rutgers, majoring in 
Communication and minoring in English and Linguistics. An 
aspiring motivational public speaker and internationally renowned 
poet, she has made a name for herself performing her original poetry 
at over 80 events here on campus. Off-campus, she has performed 
at numerous venues such as the Apollo Theater, Broadway’s New 
Amsterdam Theater and Columbia and Kean Universities. She was 
a finalist for the 2012 NY Knicks Poetry Slam as well as for the 2011 
and 2012 NYC Teen Poetry Slams. She was also a member of RU’s 
first slam team in 2012.  More recently, Alyea was the opening act for 
world-acclaimed gospel artist and producer Fred Hammond at First 
Baptist Church of Lincoln Garden’s “A Night of Praise” sponsored by 
the Dfree Global Foundation. 

 
Though you’d never guess it by watching her on stage, 

writing poetry has not always been an enjoyable experience for 
her. In fact, Alyea confesses that she actually hated her first poetic 
writing experience and that she once lacked the confidence to share 
her talents and love for the arts with others. As time went on, her 
passion for writing poetry grew, and she found the motivation to 
share her gifts publicly. “My inspiration was the fact that I could 
never speak my true feelings. I always held a lot in as a child, and 
never knew how to voice my words... so my motivation every time I 
get on a stage is that I must speak for those who can’t”, Alyea says. 

 Overcoming her initial hesitation, Alyea began to discover 
that writing and performing poetry was not a hobby, but a need. She 
had found her purpose. She recalls the time she performed at the 
Nuyorican Poets Café when she was just 13 years old as the moment 
she first realized that she wanted to commit her career to public 
speaking. 

“When I touched the stage I could feel 
everyone in that room, I could see everyone 
for who they were as the lights dimmed, and 
Slick Rick’s, “La Di Da Di’s” base simmered 
in the background…I felt at peace, quiet, free, 
right, correct, in the moment, beautiful, 
powerful, I felt like I had a purpose. I felt like 
all the things you are supposed to feel every 
day of your life when you do what you love 
and I could not let that feeling go”.

Now fully convinced of her path, Alyea is going forth confidently 
towards her future. In the process, she is helping the next generation 
of youth accomplish their goals. For the past three years, she has 
worked with the youth of the NAACP Act-So chapter as a Poetry 
Mentor. On the experience she says, “…watching my students 
compete in national competitions, and conducting my own 

workshops was not only a learning experience for myself, but a 
life-changing experience. The youth of the generations to come are 
TALENTED!”

While Alyea’s journey has been filled with success, the 
road to fulfilling her dreams is not without stumbling blocks. Alyea 
names convincing her family of her vision as one of the main 
obstacles. “I come from a Caribbean background, in which medicine 
and education are the primary fields obtained by that specific 
culture. So for a very long time, I could not even tell my parents 
what I truly wanted to be”, she says. “My parents did not even know 
I wrote a book until I handed it to them”, Alyea laughs. Without the 
complete approval of her family, Alyea had to remain self-motivated 
through much of her journey. Encouraging herself along the way, she 
created dream boards and placed them in her poetry journals, she 
recited motivational affirmations to herself every morning and she 
researched public speaking opportunities and joined clubs that could 
help launch her in the direction of her dreams. With her eye on 
the silver lining, Alyea tell us, “Not having your family and friends 
understand you is one of the hardest obstacles; however, knowing 
the vision that I will bring to this world, and the fact that my past 
has made me undeniably determined...it is fun having a secret and 
watching my family slowly see my vision unfold like a story book”.  

Today, Alyea continues to shine as one of Rutgers’ most 
promising hopefuls. She is the poet laureate of the Dfree campaign, 
the poetic host of the travelling fashion show, “Styletainment”, 
and she looks forward to performing at the 2013 Rutgers Student 
Affairs Conference among a crowd of over 400 professionals. At the 
forefront of her achievements is the recent publication of her first 
book, Every Stranger Deserves a Poem. Through a series of short 
stories and poems, Pierce acknowledges an underlying connection to 
three main themes: Love, Life, and Loss, through the lives of three 
strangers.

Over the past four years, Alyea Pierce has inspired 
the Rutgers community and beyond with her gift. At every 
performance, she commands the stage, astonishing the crowds with 
her grace, zeal and raw commitment to her work. With all that she 
has already accomplished, we know her future has much more in 
store as this poetic powerhouse continues to make her mark on the 
world while also leaving one on our hearts. 

Contact Alyea:

·	 For more information on future performances, friend 
Alyea on Facebook or follow her on Instagram and Twitter 
@AlyeaSpeaks

·	 For video footage of her performances, follow her on 
Youtube @AlyeaPiercePoetry

·	 Every Stranger Deserves a Poem can be purchased on 
amazon.com for $15. For more book inquiries, email Alyea 
at alyeaspierce@gmail.com.

  

Poetic Justice:
Introducing Alyea Pierce

-Pauline Braxton
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 Let’s face it, it’s 
cold, but don’t let this cold 
chill inhibit you from looking 
stylish and winter prepped 
concurrently. Winter fashion 
is all about layers and comple-
ments. Each layer or added 
accessory complements one 
another distinguishing your 
outfit’s uniqueness from the 
others. The essentials you 
will need to have are sim-
ple: A pair of boots, winter 
jacket, and your choice of 
accessories, the rest of your 
outfit is how your construct it 
with different combinations. 
Whether you’re heading out 
with friends or going to a 
semi-formal event each piece 
of clothing is crucial for form-
ing the stratum. If you style 
yourself right for the winter, 
more than likely you’ll be 
dressed to almost any occa-
sion.

Rut-
gers University/
New Brunswick

Jacket - Harris Tweed 
Peacoat 

Dress Shirt – Tommy Hilfiger
Jeans – Levi’s

 Boots – J-Shoes
Scarf - Y-3 Adidas

Messenger Bag - Herds of 
the Fathers

Appropriate Style for the Winter Weather

Rutgers University
Knit Crop Top – Forever 21

Beanie – Forever 21
Dress Shirt- Thrift Shop

Jacket – Guess
High Waist Jeans – BDG

Boots – Doc Marten

Dgt

Samantha Freidman

-Shawn Harris
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-Shawn Harris
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Rutgers University
Jacket – Phoenix Jacket (Concert 

Apparel) 
Top Coat - Thrifted

Dress Shirt – TopMan
Jeans- Faux Leather Denim

Boots – Doc Martens 
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BEYONCE 
KNOWLES-

CARTER

InspirATion
 
 Already labeled as one of our 
generations’ greatest performer, Mrs. 
Carter continues to make history and 
inspire. Beyoncé dropped her self-titled 
album on December 12th, 2013 and 
separated herself from her competi-
tors. Queen Bey did the unthinkable by 
only releasing the album online (iTunes) 
with no promotional fanfare. The album 
included 14 songs that were all accom-
panied by a visual. Apart from accom-
plishing what seemed like the impos-
sible, the Grammy-award winner did all 
this in secret. She managed to keep the 
production and release date of the al-
bum from the media till she was ready 
for the big reveal. And though many 
knew Mrs. Carter was an influential and 
successful woman, no one expected her 
album to break as many records as it 
did without promotion. 
 Mrs. Carter shifted 430,000 cop-
ies the day Beyoncé  was released, only 
in America, 828,773 over the weekend, 
and finally crossed over to the millionth 
mark the following week. Aside from 
being a mother and wife, Bey showed 
that there are no boundaries to great-
ness. 

Fun Facts:
Queen Bey has sold over 13 million 
albums as a solo artist 

She is Native American, African, Irish, 
and French 

She is classified as having a mezzo-
soprano vocal range 

Many may not be aware but Beyoncé 
and her mother, Tina, opened a school in 
2010 known as the Beyoncé Cosmetol-
ogy Center. 

Don’t the let the curves fool you, the 
Queen of the Beyhive is actually be-
tween a size 2-4
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With a new album in the works and a national tour 
with Lupe Fiasco, MMG rapper, Stalley,  still had time to stop by 
the Rutgers Graduate Student Lounge on Saturday December 7 
for an intimate meet and greet sponsored by the Rutgers Black 
Student Union.  Stalley may not be a household name just yet, but 
he’s making all the right moves to get there. Ohio born rapper and 
budding style icon is not your typical MMG rapper.  He doesn’t rap 
about “bitches” or shut down “niggas”. Stalley is a college graduate, 
a poet, a dreamer, and a thinker. Drawing inspiration from the 
world around him, he takes in the details of these experiences and 
synthesis symphonies to make the soul groove and spirits vibe. I 
had the chance to interview the soft spoken small town rapper and 
discover the man behind the music. 

BVCL: So let’s get right to it. Tell me how you started rapping and 
why?

Stalley: I’m from Masson, Ohio. I started rapping in 2009. I’ve always 
loved poetry since I was a kid. I probably started when I was 13, 14 
years old just writing poetry. In 2009 I had lost my job and I de-
cided not to go back into the workforce. I was like man, let me just 
go ahead and follow my passion and my love which was music, so I 
got into the studio and started recording. I’m here now. 

BVCL: What were some of the struggles you faced not going back 
into the work force and starting a career from scratch?

Stalley: It was hard. Money is always the hard part when you’re 
not making money and you’re trying to find other ways to make 
money the right way and provide for yourself and your family, 
while trying to focus on the dream. Fortunately when I did lose my 
job it wasn’t because I was fired or anything. It was just because of 
the economy at the time ,so I was able to get unemployment [com-
pensation]. I lived off that for a while, went in the studio, and put 
that money towards my art. It started paying off quickly after that. 

BVCL: What was your vision behind “Swangin” because that song is 
all over right now, especially in Ohio?

Stalley: My vision behind that was just paying homage to the car 
culture. I love cars. Anybody who knows my music knows that I 
love cars. It was just be bringing the Ohio scene, the car movement 
and the Houston car movement together. That was really just to 
show the world that connection and show my appreciation of cars 
and what they have done for music. A lot of people do music for 

radio or for the clubs, but I make music for cars- something you 
can jam to real nice while you’re riding around. 

BVCL: Speaking of Ohio and cars, what are some things, people, and 
places you draw inspiration from?

Stalley: I get a lot inspiration from the tri-state area, you know New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania. I went to school here in the area 
myself at LIU. A lot for my inspiration came from there. I love 
when I go overseas: Paris, London, and places like that. It’s just see-
ing something different, meeting different people, hearing different 
languages, even the way they eat. All of that ties back into my 
music. 

BVCL: How would you like to experience your music, in the sense 
of what direction would you like to go in?

Stalley: I just want it to be more of a house hould sound.  I want 
people all over the world to know Stalley and to know the music 
and enjoy it. I want them to be relaxed and comfortable while 
listening. Like I said, I like to make music that you can really think 
to, you can dream to, and inspire people to be better people. 

BVCL: I like that! So I hear your working on a new album. Can you 
tell us a little bit about that?

Stalley: Well right now I’m on tour with Lupe Fiasco so I haven’t 
had as much time to be in the studio as much as I want to be. But, 
as soon as the tour is over, I’ll be back in the studio, finishing up the 
album. It’s coming together great, so I’m really excited to get back 
into that process because I’ve been on the road for over a month 
straight.  I haven’t had a chance to really get back into the music. 
It’s gonna take a while to knock the cobwebs off, but once I get back 
in that zone, I’ll be ready. 

BVCL: What are some of the themes of this new album you’re 
working on?

Stalley: Really, I’m just trying to tap in to me. You know, give the 
fans and the people who have supported me a little bit more. I 
think that they don’t know as much as I would like them to know 
about me, my personality, where I come from, my beliefs, my dis-
beliefs, things that really motivate and drive me. I’m someone who’s 
really secluded in my thoughts, so I’m trying to break out and be 
more open and comfortable with the listeners.

BVCL: Do any of your tattoos have anything to do with your music 
or your inspiration?

Stalley: Yea! These are all American traditional tattoo art. On my 
right hand are Pharaoh’s horses. They represent wealth, power, and 
strength. [points to other hand] This is a horseshoe. It represents 
good luck, like  a money magnet, whatever you wanna call it. It 
all just represents my belief and my style as far as just musically. 
Again, I’m from the west, a small city, so I’m real America driven. 
My tattoos show that patriotic side too. It’s all in my music and it’s 
all in the way I dress and the ways my tattoos are. 

BVCL: What sets you apart from the rest of the MMG label?

Stalley: Just that. Being where I’m from, you know because there’s 
not many rappers from Ohio, let alone  a small town in Ohio. I’m 
from small town America. Just me giving that perspective on life, 
how I grew up, where I come from and hip hop. It’s never been 
done. That’s what really sets me apart from anyone. 

Swangin’ In America
-Ijeoma Unachukwu
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Become a member of BVCL 
Email: 

bvclrutgers@gmail.com
Follow Us: @rutgersBVCL



KENNETH 
FRAZIER

InspirATion
 
 
 After earning his Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Pennsylvania State 
University, Kenneth Frazier, was ac-
cepted into Harvard University to 
study law. He graduated in 1978 with his 
Juris Doctor graduate degree. He began 
practicing his law career in Philadelphia 
at Drinker Biddle and Reath where 
he later defended James Willie “Bo” 
Cochran in the accused murdering of 
an assistant manager at a grocery store 
in Birmingham. After spending 19 years 
on death row, Cochran was found not 
guilty. In 1972 he joined a pharmaceuti-
cal company named Merck & Co. Today 
he is the chairman, president, and CEO 
of the company.

Fun Facts:
Thurgood Marshall was one of his he-
roes when he was growing up 

Graduated high school at the age of 16

Merck is the number 2 pharmaceutical 
company, in the US, by sales



In Loving Memory: 
Nelson Mandela




